
  Reading Scheme  
The list below illustrates the banded reading 

order and expected age range for your child. 

 

 
Children in the Foundation Stage will begin 

by reading picture books, a perfect 

springboard for rich conversations about a 

variety of topics. Your child will be learning 

to read using phonics and the lilac and pink 

book bands are perfect for children taking 

their first steps in reading. Your children will 

enjoy exploring the humorous      illustrations 

and familiar situations. As your child’s 

phonics begins to develop they will be   given 

two books to read. One will be from the 

reading scheme and the other will require 

them to apply the phonics sounds they have 

learnt in lesson.   
  

    Reading Expectations at home: 

   

• Children should read or share a book with 

an adult for at least 10 minutes, 5 times a 

week in KS 1 and 20 minutes in KS2 as a 

minimum requirement. 

• When your child reads at home, please sign 

their reading record and write any   

necessary comments.  In years 5 and 6 

children can write their own comments in 

their reading diary under adult supervision. 

• Please ensure children have their reading 

book and reading diary in school every day 

as this will be monitored and rewarded.   

• Don’t forget to focus upon basic        

comprehension skills– question your child 

about what they have read.   
 

If you would like to discuss any of the        

information included in this leaflet or how to  

help your child progress with their reading, then 

please don’t hesitate to contact your child's class 

teacher.   
 
 
 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Primary and Nursery 

School 

Derwent Drive, 

Slough, Berkshire, 

SL1 6HW 

  

 

Our Lady of Peace Catholic 

Primary and Nursery School 

 
‘With Christ in our hearts, together we grow.’ 

 

READING HELPS US GROW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Leaflet contains information 

about: 

 Learning to read using phonics 

 

 Tips for encouraging reading 

 

 Expectations for reading 

 



 Learning to Read Using Phonics 
  

Phonics is the tool used in schools to teach children to read and 

spell. Phonics is recommended as the first strategy that 

children should be taught in helping them learn to read. 
So, what exactly is phonics? Words are made up from small 

units of sound called phonemes. Phonics teaches children to be 

able to listen carefully and identify the phonemes that make up 

each word. This helps children to learn to read words and to 

spell words. 
In phonics lessons children are taught three main things: They 

are taught GPCs. This stands for    grapheme phoneme 

correspondences. This simply means that they are taught all 

the phonemes in the English language and ways of writing them 

down.   Secondly, children are taught to be able to blend. This 

is when children say the sounds that make up a word and are 

able to merge the sounds together until they can hear what the 

word is. This skill is vital in learning to read.  Finally, children 

are also taught to segment. This is the opposite of blending. 

Children are able to say a word and then break it up into the     

phonemes that make it up. This skill is vital in being able to 

spell words. 

 

Useful Websites:   

• For 100’s of free books to read online visit 

www.oxfordowl.co.uk  

 

• For more phonics information and games visit 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk  

www.letters-and-sounds.co.uk 

             

• www.lovereading.co.uk 
 

• www.booktrust.org.uk 
                                                                                                     

  Top Tips for Encouraging Reading 
 
As parents you are your child's most influential 

teacher with an important part to play in helping 

your child to learn to read. Here are some       

suggestions on how you can help to make this a 

positive experience. 

 
1. Choose a quiet time  
Set aside a quiet time with no distractions.  

 
2. Make reading enjoyable  
Make reading an enjoyable experience.    

Sit with your   child in a calm and relaxed 

environment. 

  
3. Maintain the flow  
If your child mispronounces a word do not 

interrupt immediately. Instead allow 

opportunity for self-correction. If your 

child does try to 'sound out' words, 

encourage the use of letter sounds rather 

than 'alphabet names'.  

 
4. Be positive  
If your child says something nearly right to 

start with that is fine. Boost your child's 

confidence with       constant praise for even 

the smallest achievement.  

 
5. Success is the key  
Reading Just the Right Book: The book that 

is just right is one that your child can read 

independently.  It is not too hard and it is 

not too easy.  It’s just right for their 

reading level. 

 

 

 
 
 

6. Visit the Library  
Encourage your child to use the public library       

regularly.  

 
7. Regular practice  
Try to read with your child on most school days. 

'Little and often' is best.   

 
8. Communicate  
Your child's reading diary from school is very      

important. Try to communicate regularly with      

positive comments and any concerns. Your child will 

then know that you are interested in their progress 

and that you value reading.  

 
9. Talk about the books  
There is more to being a good reader than just being 

able to read the words accurately. Just as 

important is being able to understand what has been 

read.   Always talk to your child about the book; 

about the pictures, the characters, how they think 

the story will end, their favourite part. You will then 

be able to see how well they have understood and 

you will help them to develop good comprehension 

skills.  

 
10. Variety is important  
Remember children need to experience a variety of 

reading materials e.g. picture books, hard backs, 

comics, magazines, poems, and information books.  

 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.co.uk/
http://www.lovereading.co.uk/
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/

