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Introduction

Reading is the gateway to education and success in life.

At Our Lady of Peace we want children to have a love of books and 
the reading skills they need that help them access age appropriate 

learning.

In this presentation we will look at:

• How children learn to read

• How we teach reading in school

• How you can support your child at home



How children learn to read









Floppy Phonics



The Alphabet





Alphabetic Code Flash Cards





‘Helpful Words’

These words are very common in 

the books your child will soon be 

reading.

Not all words in the English 

language are de-codeable and 

will need to be learnt by sight

Children need to learn these 

words alongside learning phonics



Alphabetic code



Reading Books

Children in Reception start by reading lilac books 

which have no words. These books are designed 

to build children’s understanding and 

comprehension skills. It is important to share these 

books with your child as well as their pink reading 

book. Pink books that contain words made up of 

the letter sounds learnt in class, will be given to 

your child and when they are confident ‘de-

coders’ they will be given reading books 

containing ‘helpful words’ too.

Throughout Reception, your child will work through 

the pink and red book bands and will hopefully be 

on yellow books by the end of the academic 

year.



How do I support my child at home?

• Read with your child every day – please sign the reading record

• Log on to Oxford Owl extra practice zone

• Help your child to complete the worksheets in the grey folder which is sent home on 

Fridays and collected in on Mondays

• Read to your child as much as you can. Fiction and non-fiction, magazines and online 

books


